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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 198172 
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SUBJECT: QUESTIONS ON MAURITANIA 

1 . FOR FORTHCOMING INR STUDY WHICH WILL ATTEMPT TO 
MEASURE THE IMPACT OF SAHARAN DEVELOPMENTS ON MAURITANIA 
WOULD APPRECIATE THE EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON THE FOLLOWING 
POINTS. 

2. THE PRESIDENCY. OULD DADDAH APPEARS TO HAVE CREATED 
MORE OF A ONE MAN STATE THAN A ONE PARTY STATE. HOW 
INDISPENSABLE TO THE STATE IS HE? HAS THE STRAIN OF THE 
SAHARAN CRISIS APPRECIABLY AFFECTED HIS HEALTH OR 
LONGEVITY PROSPECTS? IN THE EVENT OF A SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT 
ON HIS LIFE BY POLISARIO OR OTHER OPPOSITION ELEMENTS 

HOW ORDERLY WOULD THE SUCCESSION BE? FROM WHAT SECTOR 
WOULD A SUCCESSOR BE LIKELY TO COME? WHAT DO WE KNOW OF 
THE ATTITUDE OF PROBABLE SUCCESSORS TOWARD SAHARAN POLICY 
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THE MINISTRIES AND THE MILITARY COMMAND STRENGTHENED THE 
PRESIDENT PERSONALLY OR THE REGIME IN GENERAL? IS THE 
PRESIDENT'S WIFE POLITICALLY SIGNIFICANT AS AN INFLUENCE 
ON HER HUSBAND OR AS AN INFLUENCE ON OTHERS? DOES SHE 
HAVE A MORE LEFTIST ORIENTATION THAN HER HUSBAND? 

3. ETHNICITY. WHAT POSSIBILITY IS THERE THAT MAURITANIA 
WILL FRACTURE ALONG MOOR-BLACK AFRICAN LINES (OR ARABIC 
NON- ARABIC SPEAKING LINES) IN THE EVENT OF DISORDERLY 
SUCCESSION PROCESS? HAS THE SAHARAN CRISIS AFFECTED 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE BLACKS AND MOORS? IS IT CORRECT 
TO CONSIDER THE REGUIBAT PART OF THE MOORISH COMMUNITY? 
(THE REGUIBAT HAVE BEEN CALLED ARAB IN APPARENT CONTRAST 
TO OTHER ARAB-BERBER TRIBES.) IF VIEWED AS MOORS, ARE 

THE REGUIBAT NEVERTHELESS CONSIDERED AN ALIENATED BRANCH 
OF THE FAMILY? THE EMBASSY REPORTED RUMORS THAT AT THE 
TIME OF THE POLISARIO RAID ON NOUAKCHOTT THE GOVERNMENT 
ROUNDED UP LOCAL REGUIBAT (NOUAKCHOTT 76, NO. 1394). 

HOW MANY REGUIBAT NORMALLY LIVE IN THE VICINITY OF THE 
CAPITAL? DO THEY PRESENT A SECURITY THREAT? HOW 
DISTINGUISHABLE ARE THEY FROM TRIBES SUCH AS THE ULAD 
DELIM? IS ANYTHING KNOWN OF THE ATTITUDES OF THE SO- 
CALLED "BLACK MOORS," (THE FORMER HARTANI) TOWARD THE 
SAHARAN ISSUE, TOWARD THE POLISARIO, AND TOWARD THE 
REGUIOAT. WHAT CONTACTS ARE THERE BETWEEN THEM AND THE 
NON-ARABIC SPEAKING BLACKS? ARE THERE MANY "BLACK MOORS" 
LIVING IN THE SOUTH? 

4. MILITARY AID. WILL ARMS TRANSFERS FROM JORDAN 
APPRECIABLY AFFECT MAURITANIA'S ABILITY TO DEFEND ITSELF? 
WHAT IS THE EXTENT OF MOROCCAN AID IN MAURITANIA PROPER? 

IN THE MAURITANIAN ZONE OF EX-SPANISH SAHARA? 

5. ARAB AID. WHAT IS THE CURRENT DOLLAR ESTIMATE OF 
SAUDI AND KUWAITI AID TO MAURITANIA? ROBINSON 
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